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Lesson 4: Going to school or work.
(Language Focus: Simple Present Tense)
· By the end of this lesson, students should be able to:

· Talk about means of transportation: I drive to work…  I take the bus to school…
· Talk about commuting time: I live near the school… It takes me 10 minutes…
· Grammar Focus
· Simple Present Tense (Affirmative and Negative Forms)

· Simple Present Irregular Verbs (do, go, have)
Vocab Builder (5 min)
	Verbs/Verb Phrases

	Vocabulary Unit
	 ARCHES Phonetics
	Example in a Sentence
	Spanish Equivalence

	walk
	/wok/
	I walk to school. 
	caminar, ir caminando

	take a taxi
	/teɪ-ka-tᴂk-sɪ/
	I take a taxi to work.
	tomar un taxi

	take a bus
	/teɪ-ka-bôs/
	I take a bus to school.
	tomar un autobús

	Nouns/Noun Phrases

	Vocabulary Unit
	 ARCHES Phonetics
	Example in a Sentence
	Spanish Equivalence

	station
	/steɪ-shon/
	The station is near home.
	estación

	community
	/ko-mɪu-nɪ-rɪ /
	They live in my community.
	comunidad

	public transportation
	/pô-blɪk

/trans-por-teɪ-shon/
	I use public transportation.
	transporte público

	minute
	/mɪ-net/
	I get to work in 10 minutes.
	minuto

	college
	/ka-lɪdch/
	He goes to college all day.
	universidad

	

Adjectives & Noun Modifiers 

	Vocabulary Unit
	ARCHES Phonetics
	Example in a Sentence
	Spanish Equivalence

	retired 
	/rɪ-taɪ-erd/
	He is retired.
	retirado(a) 

	a lot of (+ noun)
	/a-lo-rov/
	I have a lot of work. 
	mucho(a)(s)

	Prepositions & Conjunctions

	Vocabulary Unit
	ARCHES Phonetics
	Example in a Sentence
	Spanish Equivalence

	far (from) 
	/far-from/
	I work far from home.
	lejos de

	near
	/niir/
	She works near here.
	close to (cerca de)
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Listen to three people being interviewed about the means of transportation they usually use to school or work. 
1.1. Speaking. General Comprehension Questions 
What information can you give about each person being interviewed? 
a) What can you tell about Tina?

b) What about Rosie?

c) And Louis? 

 2.  Pronunciation. Blending & Flapping in American English. (10 min)
Listen again to Tina, Rosie and Louis’s interview.  Then, with the help of your teacher, repeat each line of the transcript for specific comprehension and pronunciation purposes. 
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             Blending + Flapping


 (Tina)
Interviewer: Tina, how do you go to work?
Tina: I go to work very early in the mornings, so I drive. I live near my office; so, it only takes me                  15 minutes. 
 (Rosie)

Interviewer: How do you go to school, Rosie?
Rosie: My classes are in the afternoon, so I get up late; and then I walk to school. 
 (Louis)

Interviewer: How do you go to work, Louis?  

Louis: Well, I don’t work now. I’m retired. But I take a class at the Community College downtown. Every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday I take the bus to school. 

a) Blending

Blending is a crucial skill in English learning. It can be described as the ability to join speech sounds together. Typically, we blend the final consonant sound of a word to the immediately following initial vowel sound in the next word. See the examples below from the interview in question:
· Then I walk to school.
· I take a class at the community college. 

b) Flapping 

Flapping, also known as intervocalic flapping, is a phonological process found especially in North American English, by which the consonant sounds /t/ or /d/ placed between vowels are pronounced as a voiced flap. In some cases, the effect is perceived by some listeners as the replacement of a /t/ or /d/ sounds with another one similar to the sound of a Spanish “ere”. See the examples below from the interview in question: 
· Tina, how do you go to work?
· How do you go to school, Rosie?
c) Blending + Flapping 

In some cases, the two oral features explained above occur simultaneosly. That is, American English speakers sometimes blend words togeteher at the same time they flap consonants /t/ and /d/. See the examples below from the interview in question:
· It only takes me 15 minutes.

· I get up late.

· But I take a class at the Community College downtown.
3. Vocabulary & Sentence Structure: Transportation and Commuting Time. (10 min)
	 Talking about Transportation
	Expressing Commuting Time 

	Subject

(1st PS)
	Verb 


	Place
(to + place)
	Subject It
+ Verb takes
 + Object me
	Time

	    I…

	drive

take a taxi
take an Uber
take the train

take the bus

walk
	…to school.
…to college.
…to work.

…to my office.
…home.
	It takes me…
	(around/about)

…15 minutes


*Notice! 
· Preposition ‘to’ indicates ‘movement’ from one place to another. 

· We don’t use definite article “the” with the following nouns: school, college, work. 
· With noun home preposition “to” can be dropped.    
3.1. Speaking. How do you go to school or work?
Tell the class about the means of transportation you usually use to go to school/work/home. Include information about your commuting time. 
E.g. I live and work in Miami. I use public transportation. I take the bus to work. It takes me 20 minutes to get there. 
3.2. Speaking: Profiles. (10 min)
Directions: According to the information provided, talk about each person’s life, as in the example. 
A. Jimmy      
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Age: 11          

Occupation: Student   
Residence: West Palm Beach
School Location: Downtown 
Means of Transportation: Bus
Example:                                                                         

 Jimmy is 11. He lives in West Palm Beach. He studies downtown. He takes the bus to  school. 

B. Sheila
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Age: 27 
Marital Status: Single    

Occupation: Office Assistant                                                                   Residence: Miami Lakes                                                                              Work Location: Miami Lakes (near home)

Means of Transportation: None 
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C. Jack
Age: 35

Occupation: Assistant Manager

Residence: Delray Beach                                                                                    Work Location: Boca Raton

Means of Transportation: car 
D. Helen 
Age: 62 
Occupation: housewife
Residence: Miami Gardens

Work: retired
Means of Transportation: UBER (no car)  

4. Speaking. Monologue: Going to Work or School (10 min)
Answer the following questions in the form of a brief monologue.

· Where do you live?

· Where do you work/study?

· Do you live near your work/school? 

· Do you use public transportation?
· How do you go to work?

· How long does it take you to go to work?

· What about your husband/wife/child/best friend? (choose at least one person)

· Where does she/he live?

· Where does she/he work?

· How does she/he go to work?
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